
"Science and Science Fiction" 
HON 120: Science and Society I 

Spring 2012 
 

Dr. Heather Urbanski 
English Department 
320 Willard Hall 
860 832-2475 
urbanskihea@ccsu.edu 
Office Hours: T 6 to 7; W 1-4; R 12:30-1:30 

Dr. Martin A. Kapper 
Biomolecular Sciences 

350 Copernicus 
860 832-2653 

kapper@ccsu.edu 
Office Hours: MW 10:30-12:00, T 9:00-10:00, 

F 10:30-11:30 
 
What happens when science meets fiction? How "accurate" is the reporting of science in the 
popular media? How have artists explored science using literature and a cinematic lens? How do 
these works challenge our understanding of such concepts as space, time, reality, the body, and 
reproduction? What ethical concerns arise? These are some of the questions we may consider as 
we read excerpts and short stories by contemporary science fiction authors like Greg Bear and 
Steven Bratman, examine scientific publications, and watch a variety of films including The 
Boys From Brazil, Jurassic Park, and I, Robot. This course will explore the scientific content 
and background of these works, and separate out science fact from science “fiction” to consider 
how mainstream American culture encounters science. 
 
The premise of this course is that even non-scientists have to engage with scientific ideas and 
issues in our everyday lives as consumers, voters, and even as audiences. Our discussions this 
semester will therefore center on several “non-expert” vehicles for science and society: popular 
culture (e.g., science fiction); mass media and advertising; nutrition; and health and wellness. 
 
Required Materials: 
 
Text available at bookstore:  Bad Science: Quacks, Hacks, and Big Pharma Flacks (Goldacre) 
    Science and Society (Grinnell) 
 
Texts available on Blackboard: Short stories and other articles will be posted on the BB Vista 
website. You need to print each of these on your own, read them before the assigned date, and 
bring them to class so you can refer to them during discussions and in-class writing activities. Set 
aside approximately $15 for printing costs if you will be using the CCSU printers tied to the 
BlueChip system. 
 
Movies: We will NOT be watching movies in class. Students must watch them on their own 
time, and be prepared to discuss them in class as well as post insightful discussion points via 
Blackboard Vista during the week they are assigned. Limited copies are provided for borrowing 
in the library reserve room. Movies may only be borrowed for 24 hours. Do not wait until the 
night before the movies are due to view them, because you may find all copies are checked out, 
and you will not be given an extension 
 



Attendance and Participation: You are expected to attend all class meetings, to have 
completed the assigned readings, and to participate thoughtfully in class discussions. You will be 
expected to keep up with the weekly reading assignments and to discuss them on the day they are 
due (see course schedule). The first week of class, students will have the opportunity to choose 
groups for film viewing and related group assignments.  
 
Attendance is mandatory (and will be taken). Poor attendance will result in a lower grade by 
default, since you will miss valuable discussions and insights as well as any lab activities 
scheduled. In addition, although we are not officially grading class participation, it is one of 
those intangibles taken into account for borderline cases. If you miss more than two classes in a 
row, you should notify us and Student Affairs (860 832-1601), particularly in the event of family 
and medical emergencies. We hope this semester will be crisis-free for all of you, and we will 
make every effort to help you stay on track should a crisis arise. Please understand that if a crisis 
results in uncompleted work and/or a prolonged period of absence you may not be able to pass 
the course and may need to consider an emergency withdrawal.  
 
Class Decorum: You are adults, and are expected to behave as such. This means (among much 
else) that you will be focused on the class discussion. We expect you to spontaneously jump into 
discussions. If necessary, we’ll go to the “raise your hand” protocol, or arbitrarily call on a 
student at random. Cell phones and other portable electronic devices are to be stowed out of 
sight, out of mind, and out of power. Woe be unto you if you are caught using one in class... 
 
Assignments: To help you prepare for writing an honors thesis, we are emphasizing critical 
analysis and research writing in this class. You will write a series of papers and other 
assignments this semester, according to the breakdown below.  
 
Discussion board posts responding to assigned text 10% 

Laboratory activities 10% 

Short papers (3-4 pages each)  30% 
Science Fiction analysis 10%  
Credibility analysis 10%   
Science in the press analysis 10%   

Active research 30% 
Pseudoscience project 15%  
Multi-media project 15%   

Final paper (6-8 pages) 20% 
 
Due dates for assignments are noted in the class schedule at the end of this document.  
 
Note 1: Nearly every paper assignment is due via BB Vista on a Friday at noon. This means that 
you will be submitting a large majority of your work outside of class meeting time. 
 
Note 2: The due dates of the final three projects are very close.  



It is highly unlikely that extensions of due dates will be granted. If you have a good reason for 
requiring an extension, please talk to at least one of us. Late assignments will be accepted at the 
discretion of the instructors, with a penalty depending on how late the assignment is. Point to 
Ponder: Is it better to turn in an assignment that is not your best work on time or to turn one in a 
little late that is better? In order to avoid this dilemma, start early; do your best work; turn it in 
on time. 
 
Grading: You will be graded. Content, thoughtfulness, grammar, spelling – all of these count. A 
specific grading rubric will be available for each assignment. You have two professors in this 
class. We each have different expectations and expertise. We will probably be looking for 
different things. 
 
Format: Papers must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins all around, and use a 12 
point normal font (e.g. Times New Roman). Papers will be submitted electronically (instructions 
TBA). We will not accept hard copies of assignments in lieu of electronic submission. This way 
we save on paper, printing, and there’s a record of when you actually submitted your assignment. 
(If you’ve seen Dr. Kapper’s office this can be really important!) Title your papers. A missing or 
vague title suggests a missing or fuzzy thesis. A good title hints at your thesis and captures your 
reader's interest. All papers must be proofread carefully. (Do not rely on spellcheck. Their are 
too many thymes when homonyms are inadvertently used.)  
 
Documenting Sources: You must acknowledge the use of all primary and secondary sources in 
your papers (including direct quotations as well as paraphrased material) using one of the 
standard methods of documentation such as the MLA format. Take special care to properly 
document Internet sources. If you are unsure as to whether you have met these documentation 
standards, you may consult us before you submit your work. Plagiarism, the use of materials 
without proper documentation (quotation marks, page numbers, bibliography, etc.) warrants a 
failing grade and immediate dismissal from this course. A report will also be filed with the 
campus judicial administrator.  
 
For more information on Honors Program and University policies regarding plagiarism, see the 
University website as well as the following Academic Honesty policy:  
 

All students are expected to demonstrate integrity in the completion of their coursework. 
Academic integrity means doing one's own work and giving proper credit to the work and 
ideas of others. It is the responsibility of each student to become familiar with what 
constitutes academic dishonesty and plagiarism and to avoid all forms of cheating and 
plagiarism. Students who engage in plagiarism and other forms of academic misconduct 
will face academic and possibly disciplinary consequences. Academic sanctions can 
range from a reduced grade for the assignment to a failing grade for the course. From a 
disciplinary standpoint, an Academic Misconduct Report may be filed and a Faculty 
Hearing Board may impose sanctions such as probation, suspension or expulsion. 

 
For further information on academic misconduct and its consequences, please consult the 
Student Code of Conduct (http://www.ccsu.edu/StudentConduct) and the Academic 
Misconduct Policy (http://www.ccsu.edu/AcademicIntegrity). 



Important note: Wikipedia is not an academic source and should never be cited in this course. 
You will lose points if you do. 
 
Special Note: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you 
have emergency medical information to share with us, or if you need special arrangements in 
case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment to talk with one of us as soon 
as possible. Our office phone numbers, locations and hours and email addresses appear above.  
 
Weather conditions/cancellations: In the event of storms and poor driving conditions, check 
the CCSU web site, www.ccsu.edu, or snow phone, 860 832-3333, for class cancellations. If you 
commute to class, drive safely and use your best judgment. Commuters who are late or absent 
due to dangerous weather conditions will not be penalized. Lateness or absences due to other 
kinds of car trouble will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. You may be asked to submit 
towing and/or repair receipts. Please don’t speed, and please put your safety first. Regardless, 
you are responsible for the material covered. 
 
 

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE ** 
Tuesday  Thursday  Friday 

UNIT ONE: AUDIENCES FOR SCIENCE 
1/17  1/19  1/20 
No Classes  Introductions 

Distribute Syllabus 
Other interesting stuff 

  

     
1/24  1/26  1/27 
Orwell (Science and Society) 
Thomas (Science and Society) 
Bring written answers to question 5 

on page 6 and question 4 on page 
10. 

 Jurassic Park 
 

 DB post on 
“Blood Music” 

     
1/31  2/2  2/13 
DNA Lab  Boys from Brazil 

 
 DB post on Boys 

from Brazil & 
Jurassic Park   

     
2/7  2/9  2/10 
Steven Bratman’s “Deletion” 
Angier (Science and Society) 
Intro SF Analysis Paper 

 Marie Ming’s “Swings” 
Duncan (Science and Society) 

 DB post on 
genetics and 
“normality” 

     
2/14  2/16  2/17 
Greg Bear’s “Blood Music” 
Guterl (Science and Society) 

 I, Robot 
Ferber (Science and Society) 

 DB post on plans 
for SF paper 

     



Tuesday  Thursday  Friday 
2/21  2/23  2/24 
Nicolas Pethes’s “Terminal Men”  Introduce Unit Two 

Lab activities 
 SF Analysis 

Paper 
     
     

UNIT TWO: CONSUMERS OF SCIENCE 
2/28  3/1  3/2 
Sagan (Science and Society) 
Introduce Credibility assignment 

 Bad Science (Preface - Ch. 2) 
Possible Lab activities 

 DB post on 
pseudoscience 

     
3/6  3/8  3/9 
Bad Science (Chs. 3 & 4) 
Introduce Science in the Press 

assignment 

 Bad Science (Chs. 5 & 6)  DB post on The 
Onion piece on 
S&S  

     
3/13  3/15: Urbanski at conference  3/16 
Bad Science (Ch. 7) 
 

 Lab activities  DB post on 
takeway from 
Bad Science 

     
3/20  3/22  3/23 
Spring Break – No Classes  Spring Break – No Classes  Spring Break 
     
3/27 – ADVISING WEEK  3/29  3/30 
Bad Science (Chs. 8 & 9) 
 

 Bad Science (Chs. 10 & 11) 
 

 Credibility 
Analysis  

     
4/3  4/5  4/6 
Bad Science (Ch. 12)  Bad Science Wrap-up 

Introduce Pseudoscience project 
 Science in the 

Press paper  
     
     

UNIT THREE: ACTIVE RESEARCH 
4/10  4/12: Urbanski at conference  4/13 
A Private Universe 
Discuss science “myths” 
Introduce Multi-media assignment 
Introduce student-run class activity 

 Possible Lab activity  DB post on 
semester so far 

     
4/17  4/19  4/20 
Introduce final paper 
Semester review 
Last day to drop full-semester 

classes without approval 

 Student-run class #1  DB post on plans 
for final paper 

     



Tuesday  Thursday  Friday 
4/24  4/26 No class meeting  4/27 
Student-run class #2  Final Paper Conferences  Pseudoscience 

project paper 
     
5/1 No class meeting  5/3   5/4 
Final Paper Conferences  Final Paper Peer Review  Multi-media 

assignment 
     
     
Final Paper due Tuesday 5/8 at noon (BB Vista) 
Final “Exam” Thursday 5/10 at 11:00 A.M. (Pseudoscience presentations) 

 
**This is the plan for the semester as of January 17, 2012. Due to the dynamic nature of the 
semester, aspects of the course, such as the schedule and assignments, may change as needed. 


